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You see them whenever you come in to check out books or attend a 
program.They remember your interests, suggest books you’ll like, and put 
away the magazines you left on the table. This issue of McClatchy Friends is 
the second part of stories about some of the amazing McClatchy staff. 

Staff Who Keep McClatchy Going, Part 2

Farewell, Chloe!

If you’ve been a patron of McClatchy Library for 
very long, you’ve watched Chloe Baker grow 
from an eager book reader to a steady volunteer 
to a dedicated shelver and now to a young 
woman about to say goodbye. She will leave us at 
the end of June to start her life’s next adventure, 
attending St. John’s University in New York City 
where she won a prestigious scholarship.

Active in the Teen Book Club, Chloe  loves to 
talk about books, especially with other readers 
who who like to critically analyze the works, 
including how a book is written to achieve its 
impact. She was one of the few young people 
included in Memories of McClatchy Library when 
Lenore Lesher described Chloe’s avid reading.

Her friends here can picture her as a future 
librarian, but Chloe’s plan of study is more 
“worldly”: a double major in Global 
Development for Sustainability and in Spanish, 
with a minor in Social Justice.  With that study 
plan, it’s no surprise that the Peace Corps is also 
on her future agenda.

Sheri Garcia, Branch Manager

Sheri Garcia lives in the house she grew up in, 
bought from her parents. So—how did such a 
longtime Sacramentan wind up married to a 
Canadian?  An online meeting in a Yahoo chatroom 
back in 1997 made the first link, and offline 
meetings over time strengthened it. Today her 
husband, Bruce Barber, is branch manager in 
Orangevale (and a frequent visitor to McClatchy). 

With her two daughters grown, Sheri finally has 
time to pursue a lifelong goal: finishing her college 
degree. She takes early morning classes before she 
arrives at work. This spring she enrolled in public 
speaking. What did she talk about? Libraries, of 
course, and their ongoing value in an age of 
technology.
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Lynette Lastufke, Shelver

A retired pediatric nurse, Lynette Lastufke 
wanted to work part time somewhere near 
her home. Shelving at McClatchy filled the 
bill. It’s peaceful, she says, and low stress 
compared to her previous work. She loves 
being able to help people who come in.

Her main hobby is hiking, but that overlaps 
nicely with her love of traveling. She and 
her husband have traveled widely in Europe, 
often choosing trips that involve hiking.
She is in a book group that has lasted twelve 
years. The members choose books drawing 
from —well, everything, she reports. 

And she loves dark roast coffee. You can 
often find her after work at Peet’s, chatting 
with a friend and relishing a hot brew.

Lindsey Helfrich,
Children’s Librarian

Patrons who arrive early wait patiently for the 
library to open, but only those waiting for Miss 
Lindsey use the handrail as a trapeze or report 
loudly that they climbed up the steps “by myself ” 
and expect applause. These young patrons are on 
their way to Storytime. The door will open, and 
they will get to climb all the way to the second 
floor, sit on the bright rugs, listen to stories, and on 
special days sing about the itsy, bitsy spider or the 
wheels of the bus when Miss Lindsey plays her 
guitar. Of her eager little ones she says, “They 
brighten my day and wake me up. They’re 
adorable.” They seem to feel the same abut her.

For the last five years, Lindsey Helfrich has 
presided at Storytime and as well led more quiet 
activities for older children and teens at both 
McKinley and McClatchy Libraries. 

Recently Lindsey was diagnosed with scoliosis. She 
began vigorous physical activities to counter it and 
discovered, to her surprise, the she loved them. She 
is thrilled to report that she can now bench press 
130 pounds. “I didn’t know it,” she grins, “but 
inside, I’m a gym rat.”

Keep up between newsletters:

Facebook:	Ella	K.	McClatchy	Friends	

Instagram:	mcclatchylibrary_friends
NOTE: Storytime took a  break in May, but will 
return in June.
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2019 McClatchy Friends Board 
President: Marilyn Kermit

Vice President: Nancy Gotthart
Secretary: Lynn Eder

Treasurer: Dianne Gregory
News: Virginia Kidd

Sunroom Manager: Alice Schnaidt
Honored Guest: Sheri Garcia

At Large Members:
Toni Chapralis, John Lane, Toni Lane, 
Barbara Monroe, Karen Thalhammer,

Kelley Woodward
—————

Future 2019 Board meetings: 
July 27, October 26,

9:00 in the Community Room.
——————-

McClatchy Friends is published quarterly. 
To receive your newsletter by email 

notify us at kiddv@csus.edu

Book 
Notes 

All the Sweeter
Families Share Their Stories 
of Adopting from Foster Care

by Jean Minton

During her Peace Corps days in Africa, Sacramento 
author Jean Minton saw the tragedy of orphans left 
homeless by the AIDS epidemic. Returning to the 
U.S., she volunteered for the board of Adopt a 
Special Kid (AASK), an agency for foster child 
adoptions. This started  her on a path of interviews 
with families who adopted children in foster care. 
Her work resulted in the poignant stories contained 
in All the Sweeter (as in,  after an effort, success is all 
the sweeter).

The book relates the stories of twelve families, with 
the struggles, successes, back slides, leaps forward, 
and all the challenges that await any family. Stories 
are told through interviews, the situations described 
by family members themselves. The stories are very 
moving. They paint pictures of today’s families 
where adoptive parents, birth parents, grandparents, 
even god parents form bonds of love that exceed the 
bonds of blood.

Traveling Tween Comics Club 
Third Thursday of each month, 

4:00—5:00 
 Ages 9 – 12. 

Join us at various branches for fun games, 
great snacks and lively discussions.

June 20 @ McClatchy Library  
Meg, Jo, Beth and Amy by Rey Terciero

July 18 @ Oblivion Comics 
Moon Girl and Devil Dinosaur, v. 1: BFF 
by Brandon Montclare
August 15 @ McKinley Library 
American Born Chinese by Gene Luen 
Yang

What Are All Those Activities 
on the Calendar? 

Some McClatchy activities are seldom described 
in the newsletter. Here’s a quick recap.

Yoga Moves Us 
Every Thursday 6:00 to 7:00 

Even though McClatchy closes at 6:00 on 
Thursdays, you can show up for yoga, which is 
held in the Community Room for an hour. It is 
open to practitioners at any skill level. You don’t 
need to sign up. Bring a yoga mat, a bottle of 
water, and join in.

Read to a Dog 
Second Saturdays 11:00—12:00 

Generally speaking, both the dogs and the 
readers are small. The goal is to encourage 
children to feel comfortable reading. You’ll find 
them in the small group room upstairs.

Hora de Cuentos 
Second and Fourth Fridays, 3:30 —4:30 

Storytime in Spanish for little ones. Feliz lectura!

Lego Mania  
Occasional Saturdays, 2:00—4:00 

Big bins of Lego blocks are brought out for free 
play. Build your own Lego world.
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From Anita Scuri, president of the Friends of 
Sacramento Public Library:

Thank you, thank you, thank you for all 
your help and donations on Big Day of 

Giving. Our donations exceeded $54,000 
which means over 17,000 first-

graders will receive a free book!
We were third on the leaderboard in 
terms of number of donors. You rock!

Summer Reading Kickoff  
with Wild Things Animal Rescue 

Saturday, June 8, 2-4 p.m. 
Come see live animals from around the world. 
Stay for popsicles, a craft, and to sign up for 
the Summer Reading Challenge!

Art Cart 
     Saturday, June 22, 2-3 p.m. 

Saturday, July 6, 2-3 
Saturday, August 3, 2-3 p.m. 
Come create your own artistic masterpiece as 
we roll out our art cart full of different types 
of paints, clays, art markers, colored pencils, 
pastels, and more.

Glow-in-the-Dark  
Science Crafts 

Saturday, July 20, 2:00–3:00 
Join us as we make glow-in-the-dark 
slime, sand, playdough and more! 
School age.

Ice Cream Social with 
Magician Timothy James   

Wednesday, August 14,  
4:00–7:00 

Come and celebrate the end of Summer 
Reading with an astounding magic 
show followed by free ice cream on the 
patio for everyone! All ages.

Lego Mania 

Saturday, June 15, 2:00–4:00 
Saturday, July 13, 2:00–4:00 
Saturday, August 10, 2:00–4:00 

SAVE THE DATE
Annual wine tasting and Evening with Friends

Saturday, September 21, 2019
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